
                

We are pleased to provide our second Nexus newsletter!  
We are excited about recent activities discussed 
throughout this newsletter and look forward to future 
work.  As always, the executive committee appreciates 
all feedback and we thank those of you who have 
emailed suggestions and ideas.

This newsletter is filled with information ranging from 
upcoming Nexus sponsored events at the 2007 National 
Conference and Exhibition (NCE) in San Francisco, to 
educational items aimed to expanding your knowledge 
of environmental health issues.  Inside is a summary of 
the health effects of persistent organic pollutants and 
policy implications. The AAP Washington office has 
provided highlights of the many initiatives and policy 
implications that AAP has helped influence. Dr. Dana 
Best has written a brief article about the latest United 
States Surgeon General’s report on tobacco. In the 
future, we hope to add more “journal-club-like” 
summaries of articles in the literature to supplement the 
EH education of Nexus members. While some will be 
included in future newsletters, look for additional briefs 
coming by way of the Nexus ListServ.

People often ask me “What is the benefit of joining the 
Nexus?”  Perhaps the most obvious, tangible benefit is 
direct networking and collaboration with other 
pediatricians who are interested and expert in children’s 
environmental health.  However, I also like to emphasize 

the intangible benefits.  By joining the Nexus, you are 
adding your voice to the Academy in support of 
advocating for a healthy environment for our children.  
Unlike many pediatric conditions where we can write a 
prescription or provide other acute intervention, the 
“cure” for environmental issues is often a reduction in 
exposure.  The Academy is one of the most respected 
voices of advocacy for children.  A strong united voice to 
Academy leadership is crucial to advocate for a 
reduction in environmental health threats if positive 
change is to occur.  I think Nexus membership is an 
excellent way of showing your support for our children’s 
future!

Because environmental health is a relatively new field, 
your support is also critical for growth and education for 
the next generation of pediatricians.

Joel Forman of the Nexus Executive Committee is 
outlining some steps to increase our membership.  I hope 
you will join me in inviting some of your colleagues to be 
a part of the Nexus and provide an even larger voice for 
children’s environmental health!  (Please note that a 
Nexus sign-up form is attached as the final two pages of 
this newsletter.  Please pass this on to any colleagues who 
might be interested!)

James R. Roberts, MD, MPH
Chairperson, Nexus on Environmental Health
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Volunt eer s Sought t o Lead 
Nexus Subcommitt ees

The Nexus on Environmental Health, like other 

AAP Sections and Councils, is dependent upon the 

volunteer support and efforts of its members in order 

to achieve its goals.  As a relatively new and 

developing group, there is still a need to identify 

individual Nexus members who are interested in 

initiating and leading a variety of subcommittees to 

oversee the work of the Nexus.  Volunteers are 

needed to lead the following subcommittees:

• Newsletter

• Membership

• Web Site

Once these core operational subcommittees are 

established, we additionally hope to explore the 

establishment of subcommittees on:

• Research

• Programs

• Medical Education

• Parent Education

We hope you’ll consider becoming involved with 

and supporting the work of the Nexus through one of 

its subcommittees.  If interested, please contact Paul 

Spire at pspire@aap.org.

AAP Nexus on Environmental Health Newsletter - Fall 2007  2

mailto:hbinns@northwestern.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:hbinns@northwestern.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:robertsj@musc.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:robertsj@musc.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:dbbest@cnmc.org?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:dbbest@cnmc.org?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:joel.foreman@mssm.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:joel.foreman@mssm.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:christine.johnson@med.navy.mil?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:christine.johnson@med.navy.mil?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:ckarr@u.washington.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:ckarr@u.washington.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:lynnette.j.mazur@uth.tmc.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:lynnette.j.mazur@uth.tmc.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:jpaulson@cnmc.org?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:jpaulson@cnmc.org?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:robert.wright@channing.harvard.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:robert.wright@channing.harvard.edu?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:manderson@cdc.gov?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:manderson@cdc.gov?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:blackburn.elizabeth@epa.gov?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:blackburn.elizabeth@epa.gov?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:rogan@niehs.nih.gov?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:rogan@niehs.nih.gov?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:savagesh@mail.nih.gov?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:savagesh@mail.nih.gov?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:pspire@aap.org?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:pspire@aap.org?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:pspire@aap.org?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health
mailto:pspire@aap.org?subject=Nexus%20on%20Environmental%20Health


Nexus-Sponsor ed Pr ogr ams at t he AAPÕs Annual
National Conf er ence and Exhibition (N CE)

2007 NCE, October 27 - 30, 2007  (San Francisco, California)

One of the important charges to the Nexus on Environmental Health is the development of program proposals for 
the AAP’s National Conference and Exhibition (NCE).  A number of Nexus-sponsored proposals have been 
accepted for presentation during the upcoming 2007 NCE in San Francisco, including:

•  Nexus on Environmental Health Program and Annual Business Meeting
Monday, October 29, 2007;9:00 am - 12:00 noon

9:00 am Environmental Exposures in the School: Pesticides, Disinfectants, and 
Other Exposures

10:00 am Asthma in the School Setting: Decreasing Environmental Exposures
11:00 am Annual Business Meeting

All Nexus members attending the 2007 NCE are strongly encouraged to attend and participate in this program and 
business meeting.  Non-Nexus-members are also welcome to attend, so please help spread the word and 
encourage your colleagues to attend this program!

•  Disasters: Medical and Environmental Preparedness and Response
Saturday, October 27, 2007; 10:00 am - 12:00 noon

•  Where Is This Environmental History Going to Lead?
Saturday, October 27, 2007; 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

•  Pediatric Environmental Health Resources on the Internet
Monday, October 29, 2007; 10:00 am - 12:00 noon

•  Environmental Pollutants: Is It Still Safe to Breastfeed?
Tuesday, October 30, 2007; 2:30 pm - 3:20 pm

Please see the June 2007 issue of AAP News for the complete 2007 NCE schedule, or visit
http://www.aap.org/nce.

2008 NCE, October 11 - 14, 2008  (Boston, Massachusetts) 

The NCE Planning Group recently accepted four proposals developed by the Nexus on Environmental Health for 
presentation at the 2008 NCE in Boston, Massachusetts:

•  Autism: Measuring and Interpreting Environmental Exposures

•  Health Hazards of Acute and Chronic Pesticide Exposure in Children

•  Preparing the Nest: What Hazards are Lurking in the Home? - Evaluating the Home for 
Environmental and Safety Hazards

•  Nexus on Environmental Health Program: Health and the Environment from Micro to Macro

2009 NCE, October 17 - 20, 2009  (Washington DC) 

Proposals for the 2009 NCE will be due in the early spring of 2008.  If you have any suggestions for 
environmental health-related topics and speakers, please forward these to Paul Spire at pspire@aap.org.

Joel A. Forman, MD
Program Chairperson
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AAP W ashingt on U pdat e

The AAP Department of Federal Affairs, located in Washington DC, has been our link to federal legislative and 
regulatory activities for 37 years.  It exists to ensure that the Administration and Congress are working on 
behalf of pediatricians and their patients.  The following article summarizes some of the latest happenings in 
Washington involving environmental health issues.

Mercury Emissions

In February, the AAP signed on to a comment letter to the 
EPA on state implementation plans for mercury emissions 
reductions.  The comments were sent in response to the 
Federal Implementation Plan (FIP) with regard to the 
Clean Air Mercury Rule (CAMR) that the EPA recently 
issued.  There was concern among a number of 
environmental groups that the EPA would use this FIP as 
a tool to coerce states into implementing CAMR’s trading 
program, which would permit facilities to purchase or 
trade pollution allocations.  As a result, this sign-on letter 
was drafted to emphasize that states can enact more 
stringent regulations and to remind the EPA that it does 
not have legal authority to disapprove state plans that do 
go further.  The comments also reiterated in summary 
fashion previously submitted comments and emphasized 
child health.

Mercury Lawsuit

In 2006, the Academy filed a motion of intervention to 
join the Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR), the 
American Nurses Association (ANA), and the American 
Public Health Association (APHA) in a lawsuit against 
the US EPA, alleging that the agency’s recently finalized 
rules on mercury emissions from power plants fail to 
adequately protect children and fetuses from the toxin’s 
harmful effects.  Briefs were recently filed and the legal 
processes are ongoing.  It is anticipated that a final ruling 
in the case may be conveyed by the end of 2007.

Mercury Advocacy Training Workshop, 
Hill Visits, and Congressional Briefing

In February, the AAP conducted a two-day advocacy 
workshop focused on mercury pollution, clean air, and 
policy-making.  This event was funded through a 
generous grant from the WestWind Foundation.  Seven 
pediatricians, identified from key states and districts, 
attended the workshop.  The morning of the first day of 
the workshop was focused on mercury regulation and 

policy.  In the afternoon, the participants learned about 
tools for advocacy and engaged in hands-on activity to 
craft effective advocacy messages for legislators.  On the 
second day, the attendees met with their home members 
from both the House and the Senate, and some of the 
participants took the opportunity to attend a portion of a 
hearing in the Senate Committee on Environment and 
Public Works on the U.S. Climate Action Partnership 
Report.

In conjunction with the workshop, the AAP, along with 
the American Lung Association, held an educational 
briefing on mercury and clean air for Congressional staff.   
The briefing was entitled, “Holding Their Breath:  
Children and Clean Air,” and addressed not just mercury, 
but ozone and particulate matter as well.  The speakers 
included, Dana Best, MD, MPH, FAAP, a member of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics Committee on 
Environmental Health; John Balbus, MD, MPH, Senior 
Scientist, Environmental Defense; LeRoy Graham, MD, 
FCCP, Associate Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, 
Morehouse School of Medicine; and W. James 
Gauderman, PhD, Associate Professor, Dept. of 
Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California. 

DEET-Sunscreen Combined Products

In May, the AAP submitted letters to the FDA and the 
EPA in response to a solicitation for comments for use in 
developing a joint regulatory position on products that 
combine sunscreen (regulated by FDA) and insect 
repellent (regulated by EPA as a pesticide).  The letters 
expressed the AAP’s concern about the potential health 
risks to children who use these combined products due to 
contradictory usage recommendations.  Specifically, the 
letter addressed that while using insect repellents and 
sunscreen products at the same time is an acceptable 
practice, sunscreen/repellant combination products should 
not be used on children since insect repellents should be 
applied only once daily while sunscreen should be 
applied repeatedly.  The FDA and the EPA were urged to 
take a regulatory position against this type of combination 
product because it is unsafe and has the potential to have 
a toxic effect in children.
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Lead Issues

In March, the AAP submitted comments to the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) in response to an 
Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking published in the 
Federal Register regarding a potential ban on the sale of 
children’s jewelry that contains than 0.06% lead by 
weight.  The Academy’s comments called for nationwide 
ban on toy jewelry containing more than 0.06% lead by 
weight.  The letter also stated that the agency’s current 
voluntary standard had been entirely ineffective in 
stemming the production or sale of children’s jewelry 
containing potentially deadly levels of lead.  

In January, the AAP sent comments to the EPA in 
response to an EPA draft staff paper on regulation of lead 
under the Clean Air Act.  The AAP was most concerned 
with a statement in the draft paper that the EPA would be 
considering whether or not to revoke lead as one of the 
six criteria pollutants under the Clean Air Act due to 
changes in circumstances since lead was listed in 1976.  
In its comment letter, the AAP expressed it concern that 
should lead be revoked as a criteria pollutant, the EPA 
might consider ending the aggressive regulation of 
airborne emissions of lead which would be irresponsible 
due to the extreme neurotoxcity of lead.  Further, the 
AAP urged the EPA to maintain and expand the 
regulatory standards related to lead as a criteria pollutant.

Cefquinome in Food-Producing Animals

In April, the AAP submitted a letter to the FDA in 
response to a petition to the FDA by a Delaware-based 
animal drug company, Intervet, to approve the use of 
cefquinome, a 4th generation cephalosporin, to treat 
bovine pneumonia.  The Academy’s letter expressed 
concern that the approval of cefquinome for use in 
livestock could have profound consequences for the 
efficacy of 4th generation cephalosporins in human 
health.  AAP’s letter outlined how critical these drugs are 
to health care providers’ efforts to treat infectious disease, 
particularly among children, and explained how increased 
resistance to cephalosporins would have serious 
implications, such as higher health care costs, more 
suffering, and needless deaths. 

Particulate Matter

In February, the Executive Committee approved the AAP 
to participate in the development of an amicus curiae 
brief in the American Lung Association’s lawsuit against 
EPA on its particulate matter rule.  The American Lung 
Association has joined environmental and other groups to 
sue the EPA regarding its recent rule setting 
comparatively weak standards for communities to attain 
with regard to particulate matter (PM) pollution.  The 
proposed amicus brief will focus on the health and child 
health consequences of the weak PM rule. 

Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical 
Treatment Act of 2007

In May, Academy renewed its endorsement of  the 
Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatment Act of 
2007 (S. 549/H.R. 962), sponsored by Sens. Kennedy (D-
MA) and Snowe (R-ME) and Rep. Slaughter (D-NY).  
This legislation establishes a two-year phase-out of non-
therapeutic uses of medically important antibiotics in 
livestock and poultry, unless the FDA concludes that such 
use does not contribute to antibiotic resistance affecting 
humans.  The bills also require producers of antibiotics 
for livestock and poultry to provide the FDA with data on 
the quantities sold, so that antibiotics used in agriculture 
can be tracked.

NIEHS-EPA Centers for Children’s 
Environmental Health and Disease 
Research

In May, the AAP submitted a letter to the National 
Institute for Environmental Health Sciences commenting 
on a review panel report on the Centers for Children’s 
Environmental Health and Disease Research. The AAP’s 
letter expressed concern that a number of proposed 
changes would significantly weaken areas cited by the 
review panel as strengths of the program.  The Academy 
urged NIEHS and EPA to reconsider a number of issues 
before making any final decisions regarding the future 
structure and focus of the Children’s Centers.  
Specifically, the AAP asked that the EPA review the 
following issues: specific health outcomes as the ultimate 
focus of the program; the shift from Core and Research 
Project (P01) funding to Core and Investigator-Initiated 
Funded Grants (such as R01 and R21); the selection of 
Children’s Centers sites; and maintenance of a strong 
focus on community participation and outreach as a 
component of the research portfolio for Centers.
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VCCEP

In January, the AAP sent a letter to the EPA on the 
Voluntary Children’s Chemical Evaluation Program 
(VCCEP) pilot.  The letter was sent in response to a 
request from the EPA to evaluate the program and provide 
recommendations.  In its letter, the AAP stated that many 
pediatric environmental health experts believed that the 
VCCEP pilot program was not meeting its goals of 
providing useful information to the public.  Further, the 
AAP was concerned about the fact that no standing 
relationship existed between the program and AAP.  The 
AAP also commented on the slow pace in which the 
chemicals were being reviewed, as in the six years of 
VCCEP’s existence only 12 chemicals received review.  
The AAP recommended that the agency consider 
terminating the pilot or conducting a comprehensive 
overhaul of the current program.

10th Anniversary of Executive
Order 13045

In April, the AAP joined the EPA’s Office of Children’s 
Health and Protection and Environmental Education, 
CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health, and the 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry in 
hosting a National Video Conference to honor the 10th 
Anniversary of Executive Order 13045: “Protection of 
Children from Environmental Risks and Safety Risks.”  
The purpose of the videoconference was to assess the 
progress that has been made in the past ten years and to 
define priorities for the next decade.  This event was the 
first in a series of events to honor the ten-year 
anniversary.

Next Edition of AAP ÒP ediatr ic En vir onment al Healt hÓ 
Manual R ecentl y Appr oved f or De velopment

The Committee on Environmental Health recently received Academy approval to commence development of the 
third edition of Pediatric Environmental Health.  The updated professional manual will provide a comprehensive 
AAP guide to the identification, prevention, and treatment of pediatric environmental health problems, putting 
answers to parents’ questions at pediatricians’ fingertips.

19 new chapters/topics are planned, raising the total number from 43 in the second edition (published in 2003) to 
62 chapters in the upcoming edition.  A sample of new chapters planned for development includes: PDBEs, 
Phthalates, Methamphetamine Laboratories, Chelation and Other Therapeutic 
Modalities, Acrylamide, Genetically Modified Foods, Gene-Environment 
Interactions, and Nanotechnology.

Dr. Ruth Etzel will again serve as Editor for the third edition, with Drs. Sophie 
Balk and Michael Shannon serving as Associate Editors.  Publication is anticipated 
in early 2010.

Second Edition Manual Remains Available

For a limited time, one free copy of the second edition manual will remain 
available to full AAP Fellows in good standing upon request.  To order your free 
copy, call toll-free (866) The-AAP1 (866-843-2271).  Thanks to the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, the National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development, and the US Environmental Protection Agency for their 
generous support, which assists in the dissemination of this publication.

Those not qualifying for a complimentary copy, or those who wish to obtain 
additional copies, may purchase the book at the AAP Online Bookstore
(http://www.aap.org/bookstore) or by calling 866-843-2271.
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The Healt h Conseq uences of In volunt ar y Exposur e to 
Tobacco Smok e - A Repor t of t he Sur geon Gener al

A Brief Summary by Dana Best, MD, MPH

In 2006, the latest Surgeon General’s Report on tobacco was released, a 767-page tome describing the toxicology of 
secondhand smoke (SHS), measurement of exposure, epidemiology, and effects of exposure throughout the life cycle. The 

topic of SHS was first addressed in the 1972 Surgeon General’s Report, and has been included in most Surgeon General’s 
Reports since, with the sections devoted to the subject growing in size and impact with each publication.

The major conclusions of this year’s report are:1

• Secondhand smoke causes premature death and disease in children and in adults who do not smoke.
• Children exposed to secondhand smoke are at an increased risk for sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS), acute 

respiratory infections, ear problems, and more severe asthma. Smoking by parents causes respiratory symptoms 

and slows lung growth in their children.
• Exposure of adults to secondhand smoke has immediate adverse effects on the cardiovascular system and causes 

coronary heart disease and lung cancer.
• The scientific evidence indicates that there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke.
• Many millions of Americans, both children and adults, are still exposed to secondhand smoke in their homes and 

workplaces despite substantial progress in tobacco control.
• Eliminating smoking in indoor spaces fully protects nonsmokers from exposure to secondhand smoke. Separating 

smokers from nonsmokers, cleaning the air, and ventilating buildings cannot eliminate exposures of nonsmokers 
to secondhand smoke.

This report uses a more rigorous evidence evaluation than previous reports. The Hill criteria for causality* continue to be 
applied, as they have since the first Surgeon General’s report in 1964,2 and a four-level hierarchy for classifying the 

strength of causal inferences has been added since the 2004 Surgeon General’s report.3 The four levels are:

Level 1 Evidence is sufficient to infer a causal relationship.

Level 2 Evidence is suggestive but not sufficient to infer a causal relationship.
Level 3 Evidence is inadequate to infer the presence or absence of a causal relationship (which encompasses 

evidence that is sparse, of poor quality, or conflicting).
Level 4 Evidence is suggestive of no causal relationship.
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Use of this hierarchy enables the reader to categorize conclusions according to the strength of evidence.

Of particular relevance to the pediatric community are conclusions from the chapter on reproduction and developmental 

effects and the chapter on respiratory effects in children. While many of the conclusions reported are well-known within 

pediatric medicine, several are surprising. For instance, the authors conclude that the evidence of a causal relationship 

between parental SHS exposure and fertility is inadequate or absent. Other conclusions that were considered to be 

inadequate include the associations between maternal SHS exposure and spontaneous abortion or neonatal mortality, 

congenital malformations, or behavioral development. The association between SIDS and SHS exposure is considered 

“sufficient” (the highest level), as is the association with a “small reduction” in birthweight. The conclusions about 

associations between SHS exposure, either prenatally or postnatally, and childhood cancers are mixed. The associations 

between respiratory effects and SHS exposure considered “sufficient” include lower respiratory illnesses, middle ear 

disease, wheeze, asthma in school-age children, and decreased lung function. The evidence of a causal relationship 

between parental smoking and an increase in adenoidectomy or tonsillectomy is considered inadequate.

In addition to the specific chapters on SHS exposure of the fetus and children, the report addresses SHS exposure 

epidemiology and control issues. In the US, the home is now the predominant site of SHS exposure (no longer the 

workplace), unless the workplace is a bar or restaurant, and while smoke-free policies and regulations do not adversely 

effect the hospitality industry, enforcement continues to be an issue. The report will be an important contribution to the 

evidence supporting efforts to eliminate the exposure of children and their families to SHS.

The report is available in both PDF and html formats at: http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/secondhandsmoke/

The paper version is available by contacting the US Government Printing Office, PO Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 

15250-7954, 1-866-512-1800, http://bookstore.gpo.gov. Ask for stock no. 017-024-01685-3.

References
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Bills t o Pr event / Eliminat e Global P ollut ants St all
in Cong r ess 
Daryl Ditz, Center for International Environmental Law*

Health impacts of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) and efforts to limit human exposures were the focus on the Nexus 

on Environmental Health section meeting at the 2006 NCE in Atlanta. This class of chemicals shares a set of properties 

that create serious public health concerns, especially for children’s environmental health. Legislation aimed at reducing 

exposure to POPs in the United States and internationally has recently stalled in Congress. 

POPs are associated with a host of health impacts, including cancer, birth defects, and reproductive, immunological and 

developmental impacts. Most POPs are halogenated aromatic hydrocarbons that are resistant to biodegradation and highly 

lipophilic. POPs, including such notorious contaminants as dioxins, PCBs, and DDT, are detectable in adults, children and 

even umbilical cord blood as well as breastmilk. 

Because POPs can travel thousands of miles, global action is necessary to reduce exposures. In 2001, 151 countries signed 

an international treaty to eliminate a “dirty dozen” persistent organic pollutants and others added through a rigorous 

scientific review process. Five years later, political deadlock in Congress has prevented the United States from ratifying 

this agreement. 

At the center of the dispute are necessary changes to federal law on toxic chemicals and pesticides to enable the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to act on POPs that will be added to the treaty. The chemical industry is backing 

a bill by Rep. Gillmor (R-Ohio) that would undermine stricter state laws and direct EPA to balance costs to industry 

against public health benefits. The Gillmor POPs bill is opposed by 11 state Attorneys General, the American Nurses 

Association, the United Steelworkers, the AFL-CIO and several dozen health and environmental organizations. An 

alternative POPs bill by Congresswoman Solis (D-Calif.) that was supported by these organizations was defeated on a 

party line vote. 

Pediatricians and others committed to protecting children’s health from POPs will have the opportunity to speak out for 

prompt U.S. ratification when the new Congress takes the issue in 2007. 

A copy of Dr. Ditz’s presentation is available at: http://www.ciel.org/Publications/pubpops.html

*Daryl Ditz, Ph.D. is Senior Policy Advisor in the Chemicals Program at the nonprofit, nonpartisan Center for 

International Environmental Law in Washington, DC.
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Welcome N ew N exus on En vir onment al Healt h Member s!

Please join us in welcoming the following members who have joined the Nexus on Environmental Health since 
the publication of our previous newsletter:

Joel Forman, MD;  Jamaica, NY

Janwyn Funamura, MD;  Stockton, CA

Maida Galvez, MD;  New York, NY

Robert Geller, MD;  Atlanta, GA

Kathi Kemper, MD, MPH;  Winston Salem, NC

Michael McGinnis, MD;  Roeland Park

Kevin Osterhoudt, MD, MSCE;  Philadelphia, PA

Sheela Sathyanarayana, MD;  Seattle, WA

Michelle Simon, MD;  La Selva Beach, CA

Karen Smith, MD;  Vashon, WA

Robert Sprinkle, MD;  College Park, MD

Robert Truckner, MD;  Chapel Hill, NC

Cyril Walker, MB, ChB;  Halifax, NS, Canada

Thank you all for your support!

Since our inception, Nexus membership has remained stable overall with approximately 80 members.  We 
hope to expand this dramatically in the next year, but we cannot do this alone.  We need you, the members, to 
assist with recruiting new participants.  We encourage you to discuss Nexus membership with friends and 
colleagues.  Forward this newsletter to your Department Chairs, Residency Program Directors, and partners.  
If we can each recruit at least one new member, the Nexus will be strong for the coming years.

The Nexus is an opportunity for junior and senior faculty members, practicing pediatricians, researchers, or 
other interested clinicians to network with experts, learn about hot topics and breaking news stories in the 
field, and to get on board with projects in the area of pediatric environmental health.  We encourage our 
members to volunteer for several subcommittees in the areas of membership, education, research, and our 
newsletter.  Here is your chance to get involved in the Academy and learn about pediatric environmental 
health.

Please encourage potential members to contact AAP staffperson Paul Spire (or forward their name directly to 
Paul) at pspire@aap.org for information about joining the Nexus on Environmental Health.  Alternatively, 
prospective members can complete and return the Nexus membership form included on the last two pages of 
this newsletter.

Joel A. Forman, MD
Membership Chairperson
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The N ational En vir onment al Education F oundation Õs (NEEF) 
ÒChildr enÕs Envir onment al Healt h Faculty Cham pions 
Wor kshopÓ - P ow erP oint Pr esent ations and R esour ces
In July 2006, the NEEF hosted a “trainer-the-trainer” workshop to provide tools and resources for use by healthcare 
professionals to train their colleagues and students on pediatric environmental health.  Developed by leading experts, 
including several members of the Nexus on Environmental Health, the seven PowerPoint presentations developed for the 
workshop are publicly posted and available to assist you in educating colleagues and students.  While the materials do not 
cover every aspect of environmental health, they focus several of the environmental health issues most frequently 
encountered by pediatric health care providers.  These resources can be accessed at:

http://www.neefusa.org/health/champions/index.htm

Although primarily an NEEF-based initiative, please note that the event was co-sponsored by the AAP, along with the 
Ambulatory Pediatric Association, American Association of Colleges of Nursing, Association of Academic Health 
Centers, and the National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners.

2007 Spr ing C OEH Meeting
Tor ont o, Ont ar io, Canada

The AAP Committee on 
Environmental Health most 
recently convened in May 
2007 in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada in conjunction with 
the annual Pediatric 
Academic Societies (PAS)
meeting.  The 2006/2007 
committee is pictured here 
from an after-meeting 
celebration of Drs. Michael 
Shannon and Janice Kim’s 
final meeting with the 
committee.

Standing (from left to right) 
are: Christine Johnson, 
James Roberts, Liz 
Blackburn, Joel Forman, 
Dana Best, Paul Spire, Helen 
Binns, Janice Kim, and Catherine Karr.  Seater are: Ruth Etzel (Green Book Editor), Michael Shannon, and Sophie Balk 
(Associate Green Book Editor.)  Not pictured from the 06/07 committee roster: Lynnette Mazur, Mark Anderson, Walter 
Rogan, and Sharon Savage.
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Meet t he AAP St af f: V . Fan Tait, MD, F AAP

V. Fan Tait MD, FAAP is a pediatric neurologist, an Associate Executive Director of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP), and Director of the Department of Community and Specialty Pediatrics at the AAP.  This Department includes five 
divisions: Children with Special Needs; Technical and Medical Services; Safety and Health Promotion; Hospital and 
Surgical Services; and Developmental Pediatrics and Preventive Services.  Some of the AAP initiatives within the 
department include the National Center of Medical Home Initiatives; Bright Futures Guidelines for Healthy Supervision 
of Infants, Children and Adolescents; the AAP Julius B. Richmond Center of Excellence for Protecting Children from 
Secondhand Smoke; and the Red Book: Report of the Committee on Infectious Diseases.  The majority of AAP 
Committees, Sections, and Councils are also housed within Dr. Tait’s department, including the Committee and Nexus on 
Environmental Health.

Prior to her move to the national AAP, Dr. Tait was Associate Professor of Pediatrics at 
the University of Utah Health Sciences Center and Bureau Director of Children with 
Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) for the Utah Department of Health.  She served as 
a Pediatric Neurologist and medical director of neurorehabilitation at Primary 
Children’s Medical Center and the University of Utah Medical Center for 15 years.  As 
Bureau Director for CSHCN she was responsible for 9 statewide programs including 3 
direct clinical programs; population screening programs, such as newborn blood 
screening, newborn hearing screening, and birth defects registry and surveillance; case 
management programs for target populations of children who were technology-
dependent or in foster care; and Early Intervention.

As Bureau Director of CSHCN, Dr. Tait served on numerous state and national advisory 
boards, committees, and expert panels.  She was principal investigator or co-principal 
investigator on several system-change grants, including the Utah Medical Home 
Collaborative Project, the Utah Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental 
Disabilities Grant, and the Utah Traumatic Brain Injury Planning Grant.

Dr. Tait was active in the Utah Chapter of the AAP, having served as vice president, president, and legislative chair.  
Nationally, she served as a member of the AAP Committee on State Government Affairs and as chair of the Taskforce on 
Newborn Hearing.

COEH on t he Int er net

The AAP web site includes a page dedicated 

to the Committee on Environmental Health:

http://www.aap.org/visit/cmte16.htm

This page includes, among other information, 

links to all current AAP policy documents 

authored by the committee.

Comments or Ques tions?

The Nexus Executive Committee welcomes 

your comments or questions.  Please drop us 

a note in care of AAP staffperson Paul Spire 

at pspire@aap.org.
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