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I would like to start with a warm welcome to
our new Section manager, Becky Marco, MPH,
who has come to us from the Academy’s
Division of Developmental Pediatrics &
Preventive Services, and at the same time,
thank Teri Salus, MPA, CPC for her immense
contributions to our Section. Her enthusiasm,
competence and warmth kept us all on task.
Also, congratulations are in order for Teri, who
is now the Senior Health Policy Analyst in the
Division of Health Care Finance & Quality
Improvement. This has been the easiest,
smoothest transition for our Section that has
had several staff changes over the years.

Our Section continues to be involved with the
Academy’s activities, and at the same time
continues to work towards bringing the many
issues of Pediatric Home Care to the forefront
by sponsoring educational programs, serving as
a “sounding board”, and having strong
advocacy roles, etc. '

In order to continue to be effective and
innovative in these endeavors and continue to
expand our activities, the Executive Committee
felt that the Section needed to partner with
parents, especially in this era of continuous
“cost-cutting” measures within the private and
public sectors, shortage of pediatric trained
professionals, and lack of “transition” care for
our special needs children that are becoming
young adults, etc. This led to the approval of a
“Parent Advisory Group” for the section, by the

Academy’s leadership. We will have parent
representatives from 3 major national parent
organizations under the leadership of Denise
Callarman.

I invite our Section members to write us with
suggestions, ideas, etc. Again, I would also like
our members to become active participants in the
Section, whether by email, phone calls, etc.

The Executive Committee has monthly
conference calls and we would like to hear from
you. Should anyone have an issue or topic,
please contact Becky and feel free to join us in
the call.

I am looking forward to meeting with you all at
the NCE held in Atlanta, from October 7-10,
2006.
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Section Election Results

We are pleased to announce that
Elizabeth Ruppert, MD, FAAP
will begin her second term as
part of the Section’s Executive
Committee this October. Dr
Ruppert

Welcome to our New Section on Residents Liaison :
Neil Bratney, MD

Neil Bratney, M.D., is a second year to train our residents better to deal with home care
pediatrics resident at the University of issues especially for children with special health
Minnesota in Minneapolis. He is care needs.

planning on becoming a general We are so pleased and excited to have Dr. Bratney
pediatrician, possibly in a rural area in on board with the Section. We know already that his
the Northern Plains states. Dr. Bratney ivolvement with the Section will be invaluable.
has seen many different applications of Welcome Dr. Bratney!!

home pediatric care. His patients'
needs range from insulin and nebulized medication to
home mechanical ventilation. He has coordinated
home health from both the inpatient and outpatient
setting within his residency. He also participated in a
home-visit to home of a 17 year old with cerebral
palsy as part of his developmental pediatrics
curriculum. Dr. Bratney sees the importance of physi-
cian involvement and feels that resident education
and involvement in home care coordination is
essential to providing the best pediatric care.

Recently Dr. Bratney attended the Section on Home
Care’s Executive Committee Meeting held in March at
the AAP National office. His enthusiasm and

interest in home care was very refreshing. He brought
a new perspective to the group and we were pleased
he was willing and able to join us. Dr Bratney has
taken on a role above and beyond that of a section
liaison. He is currently working on a chapter for the
“Guidelines for Pediatric Home Health Care” 2nd
edition, which is due out at the beginning of 2007.
This chapter will focus on residency training
programs and how home care is addressed within
them, as well as how the programs miss opportunities
to address home care. This will address an entirely
different issue with regard to home care and the need
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