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Protecting children from exposure to tobacco and second-hand
smoke is the focus of Global Tobacco Prevention, a multiyear inter-
national effort launched by the Academy and the International Pedi-
atric Association (IPA) at the World Conference on Tobacco or Health
in Mumbai in March. Nearly 50% of non-smokers are exposed to
second-hand smoke and thus at risk for serious health conditions. 

In 2008, the Academy endorsed the World Health Organization’s
(WHO’s) MPOWER Policy recommendations on protection from
tobacco and second-hand tobacco smoke (see www.who.int/tobacco/
research/secondhand_smoke/en/). At the launch in Mumbai were
Swati Bhave, M.D., IPA coordinator for the AAP, and Ruth Etzel,
M.D., Ph.D., FAAP, chair of the AAP Richmond Center Advisory
Committee (both pictured, right to left, at India Night at the Cricket
Club of India). 

Planning is under way to expand the collaboration to national
pediatric societies in China, Brazil and other countries whose youth
have been identified by WHO as adversely impacted by tobacco.

For more information, visit www.aap.org/RichmondCenter or e-
mail richmondcenter@aap.org.
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